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EDITORIAL 



Motivation which shall bring out the full energy of pupils in 
their composition work, the development of patriotic sentiment, and 
Inter-School *h e promotion of world-peace are among the ambitions 
Correspond- of most English teachers. These ambitions may be 
ence attained in large measure by the use of the Junior 

Red Cross scheme of inter-school correspondence. It has now been 
tried by a sufficient number of schools for us to know that it does 
interest pupils deeply and arouse their energies to the full. In 
explaining to foreign children the conditions and institutions of 
their own land our pupils are bound to secure an understanding 
of it and an enthusiasm for it which are what we mean by patriot- 
ism. The very attitude which they take in addressing foreign 
children, and even more the attitude created by the letters or port- 
folios which they receive in reply, will be strong influences for world- 
peace twenty years hence. The fears and enthusiasms of the war 
period led us to see all these things quite clearly and made many 
of us eager to engage in such enterprises as this. Let us see that 
with the coming of peace we do not relapse into the old indifference, 
but that we live up to the highest vision of our great moments. 

Inter-school correspondence as it is at present conducted con- 
sists of the interchange between rooms or schools of portfolios, or 
of sets of letters written and signed by the individual children, but 
without addresses. These are prepared and forwarded to the Red 
Cross under the postage rate for commercial papers. The port- 
folios may include photographs, drawings, and even mounted 
flowers, as well as original compositions and clippings from news- 
papers and magazines. So far the Red Cross has established 
regular contact with ten countries in Europe, with Canada and 
South Africa, with eight territorial dependencies of the United 
States, and with American schools in the Orient. Surely there is 
some one of these groups with whom the pupils of every school 
would be glad to correspond. 



